
WITP ALAN DALE AT..~NEW YORK THEATERS
* (Caemt bern Fourth Page.)'

be%be, e. "Id M an a loses, a4 she felt that sbe could
V himMa er pw aa '.ITis Vas not buriesque, but a'serleu

i~ 00 pPOAn*wolushN e t and acela.
The .Wdel" at the Gaiety Theater, the fow idea was liest
provetag, though else intended adieusly. A wife despairs c

: being aeto Aesstry how husbands eve fSW gmbfg. This, she
n aseed, is ahseluty.neadlW, *at she egissivss a plaa.

w buys a gsauiktg houe! As the prspeletrees of this den, she
the y tht hubby lesos, a" then, bursting upon him, s

in spesit evrhi-lesse , she isN h1 the whole snal trtt1
it that isn't exquisite flares, then I 4o't know lras *hem I 1e It.
3W een dreler, because It Is don# with ash ntmus solemIty.

s dear, blande Mite wife sees her desperate husband in the gambling
hell, all beat -over with grief and mortfication, and she stealthlfy ap-
V94ws, and announces herself. She is tearful, agonized and mis-
ebis, h goes toward him, and thes, as he sees her and wanders
how on earth she came to sch a plae, she tells him slowly, and besi-

tatly, that she owns it! I wonder why nobody ever thought of per-
mitting the sfferag wife, with the inedgiate hubait, tp'buy a usloon ,

in order to effect a cure ? Of course it is too late no* with pmsMbi-
tien in our midst. But a reany gorgeous fatilcal possibility was missed.

FANNIBN URS had the courage of her cn*leoms in "Beak
Py" at V Sia"ge Theaper. After all, what is the u of

tng at such a tiimi balf-heartedly? It is just as well to patt
whole thing in the garish hues which reallm as least demands. Even
"Camille" is all gjesass over with sinister poetry, and the ceurtesan is

portrayed as ineffably dainty, and particular as to her surroadings.
To be sure, there alwas Madame Prudence as a centsast, but this

character is very fble compared to the loudly voiced and outspoken
dames in "Bak Pay." I rather liked the idea of a -"crepedo chin"
soul, and "catnip In the blood.' I wonder if this heroine had mous-
sellue do sale in the liver, crepe georgette in the spleian, and beronet
satin in the appendix!

But Miss Burst went at her task undismayed by the fact that the
theme has always been popular theatrically. "She brought to it her
literary vigor and her determination to overlook no touch that could

possibly add to the verity of her characterisations. And this com-

plate sincerity made its appeal. Two of the demi-mondainse in Hes-
ter Bevins'sapartment were qqite marvelously realistic, and some
of their as were extremely amusing in a peosfectly frank way.

31iss Helen MseKellar wore her $,OO gOwn with very commendable
nonchalance. It seemed to be all gold, or gilt, and yet it was sin-
uous and delicately soft. Miss MacKellar didn't seem a bit dasled,
although I could have forgigen her if she had worn smoked glasess
to deaden the glare of the dress (and by-the-bye, was it a "dress," a

"frock," a,"gown" or a: "confection"?) In describing these affairs,
I neer "now what to do for ths best, or for the worst Possibly
"gown" is the least offensive word, though "apparel" would ot least
be non-connAittal.
Some day I'd like to see Mary Shaw play an honest-to-goodness

spinster, or mother wetting nothing of a deadly past. It does seem,
herd lines that just because an actor or actress has made a hit in a

certain brand of role, the line of work must stick. Miss Shaw made
some success as Mrs. Warren In the Shaw play, and since that epi-
gode, every character with a Mrs. Warren past, seems to have been
offered her. No sooner is such a role discussed than the manager
wires Miss Shaw to ask her acceptance of the role. It is unjust and
astoundingly stupid. It assumes that audiences Insist upon seeing
actors or. actresses in one line of work. Opce a valet always a

valet; once a Mrs. Warren, always a Mrs. Warren, and once a de-
teetive, always a detective. Where on earth is the spirit of ver-

satility?
EI astounding energy of the theater has been graphically In-
stanced during the past week. Imagine what the rehearsing, the

esting and the settings of all thes newly produced plays must mean.

.Think of the stupendous Indistry of everybody connected with. the
presentatins. Night aftar night two and three new offerings have
been sen. It is bewildering to think of the appeal made to audi-
ences, and the ability to fill theaters with people willing to sit through
tryouts. And yet every opening night had audiences onily limited by
the size of the theaters. No matter if the tickets were paid for or

just given away, the fact that nine or ten large Playhoxises sheltered
tremendous crowds for "first nights" is something to ponder over

with astonishment. There may be empty seats on succeeding nights,
but the "premier" is klways packed to the doors. There is the same

note of expectancy, the same anticipatory thrill, and the identical
spasms of "suspense" at the production of every new play.

It is certainly a great "industry," and one that calls for careful
management. However, it is not to be pitied. The attention ac-

corded it is greater than that given to other and perhaps more vital
Industries.
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